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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 

CITY OF EVERETT 

2930 Wetmore Avenue, 10-C 

Everett WA 98201 

(425) 257-7000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SNOHOMISH 

 

 
MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF 
KING AND SNOHOMISH COUNTY; et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
vs. 
 
CITY OF EVERETT, 
 

Defendant. 

 
 
 

 
NO:  25-2-00902-31 
 
ANSWER  
 

 
 

COMES NOW Defendant City of Everett, through counsel, and answers and alleges the 

following: 

I.  Introduction: the introduction primarily consists of legal conclusions that do not 

require a response.   

1. In response to paragraph No. 1, the City admits the allegation  

2. In response to paragraph No. 2, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation.  

3. In response to paragraph No. 3, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation. 
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4. In response to paragraph No. 4, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation. 

5. In response to paragraph No. 5, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation. 

6.  In response to paragraph No. 6, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation. 

7. In response to paragraph No. 7, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation. 

8. In response to paragraph No. 8, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation. 

9.  In response to paragraph No. 9, the City is without knowledge to admit or deny 

the allegation. 

10. The City admits venue is appropriate in Snohomish County.  

11. The City admits that jurisdiction exists to resolve this dispute.  

12. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 12.  

13. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 13. 

14. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 14. 

15. The City admits paragraph 15 properly quotes the initiative but denies that an 

initiative can legally change the standard of proof in a civil lawsuit in superior court.  

16. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 16. 

17. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 17. 

18. Paragraph No. 18 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response.  

19.  The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 19. 

20. Paragraph No. 20 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 
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21. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 21. 

22. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 22. 

23.  Paragraph No. 23 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 

24. Paragraph No. 24 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 

25. The City admits the allegations in the first and second sentence in paragraph 25 

of the complaint.  The third sentence of paragraph 25 contains legal conclusions that do not 

require a response. 

26.  Paragraph No. 26 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 

27.   Paragraph No. 27 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 

28.  In response to paragraph No. 28 of the complaint, the City admits that in 

accordance with state regulations, the City has researched, developed, and implemented 

administrative programs, including the City’s DOE-approved Shoreline Master Program, which 

was most recently updated in October 2019.  The City is without sufficient knowledge to 

confirm or deny the remaining allegations in paragraph No. 28.  

29.  The first clause in paragraph No. 29 of the complaint contains a legal conclusion 

that does not require a response.  The City admits that the second clause accurately quotes the 

initiative.   

30. Paragraph No. 30 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 

31.  In response to the first sentence of paragraph No. 31 of the complaint, the 

responds that it contains a legal conclusion that does not require a response.  In response to the 

second sentence, the City responds that it is without knowledge to admit or deny the allegation.  
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In response to the third sentence, the City responds that it contains a legal conclusion that does 

not require a response.   

32.  In response to paragraph No. 32 of the complaint, to the extent that the paragraph 

alleges the Initiative is unconstitutionally vague, this is a legal conclusion that does not require a 

response.  Specifically, in response to the first sentence in paragraph No. 32, the City responds 

that it contains a legal conclusion that does not require a response.  In response to the second 

paragraph, the City admits the allegation.  In response to the third sentence, the City lacks 

sufficient knowledge to admit or deny what Plaintiffs know or do not know, but the City admits 

that the City does “not know what constitutes violating the right of a watershed to be free from 

substances, contaminants, or noise ‘that may pose actual or potential harm’ to humans, animals, 

fish, plants, or water quality.”  In response to the fourth sentence, the City admits the allegation.  

In response to the fifth sentence, the City responds that it contains a legal conclusion that does 

not require a response. 

33. The City is without knowledge sufficient to allow it to admit or deny the 

allegations in paragraph No. 33 of the complaint.   

34. The City is without knowledge sufficient to allow it to admit or deny the 

allegations in paragraph No. 34 of the complaint.   

35. The City is without knowledge sufficient to allow it to admit or deny the 

allegations in paragraph No. 35 of the complaint.   

36. The City is without knowledge sufficient to allow it to admit or deny the 

allegations in paragraph No. 36 of the complaint.   

37. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 37. 

38. Paragraph No. 38 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 

39. Paragraph No. 30 of the complaint contains legal conclusions that do not require 

a response. 
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40. Paragraph No. 30 of the complaint does not require a response  

41. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 41. 

42.  The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 42. 

43. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 43. 

44. Paragraph No. 44 of the complaint does not require a response. 

45. The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 45. 

46. The City admits the allegations in the first sentence in paragraph No. 37.  The 

remaining sentences in the paragraph contain legal conclusions that do not require a response.  

47.  The City admits the allegations in paragraph No. 47. 

Prayer for Relief 

1. The City asks that the sponsors of the initiative be allowed to intervene to defend 

against Plaintiffs’ claims.  

2. The City asks the court to rule on the legal claims Plaintiffs have raised challenging 

the validity of City of Everett Initiative No. 24-03. 

3. The City asks for any other relief deemed appropriate.   

 

Signed this 25th day of February, 2025. 

CITY OF EVERETT 

/s/Ramsey Ramerman  

____________________________________ 

RAMSEY RAMERMAN, WSBA No. 30423  

Attorney for City of Everett 

 


